
Will SonicWall be in-line 
behind firewall or out-of-line 
behind the firewall in a “one-

arm” configuration?

In-line Out-of-line

Tap Mode

NSA 3500
 or greaterWhat SonicWall model 

are you using? 

TZ 215
 to NSA 2400

Will the SonicWalls 
be configured in HA?

Yes No

DPI-SSL scanning?

Yes
No

On the SonicWall, is there a 
need for more than 2 

interfaces for traffic being 
analyzed?

Yes No

Wire Mode

Decision Tree for Which Mode to Use

No
Is there a dedicated uplink connection (on 

a different Layer 2 network than our 
“outside” port) to which you can connect a 
sonicwall interface in order to get updates?

Yes

Will the SonicWall 
be managing any 

NAT Policies?

Will the 
SonicWall be 
managing any 

VPN?

Will the SonicWall 
be hosting DHCP?

Layer 2 
Bridge Mode

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

Will the SonicWall firewall be the 
Gateway Firewall or will it be placed 

behind another firewall?

SonicWall will be 
placed behind 

another firewall

SonicWall Firewall 
will be the Network 

Gateway Firewall

Will the firewall be 
using NAT?

Start

Route Mode

No

Will Some public devices on the 
network not use NAT, or will all 

devices on the network use NAT?

Yes

NAT Mode
(Default 
Mode)

Transparent 
Mode

Some public devices 
on the network 
will not use NAT

All devices on 
the network 
will use NAT

End
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